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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a polymer having excellent color tone, transparency and 
devitrification resistance, by polymerizing a conjugated diene with a vinyl 
aromatic hydrocarbon to give a polymer, blending a solution of the polymer with 
a reaction terminator, a carbon dioxide gas and a stabilizer and subjecting a 



solvent to steam stripping. 

CONSTITUTION: A conjugated diene (e.g., 1 ,3-butadiene or isoprene) and/or a 
vinyl aromatic hydrocarbon (e.g., styrene), for example, is polymerized in a 
hydrocarbon solvent such as pentane or benzene by using an organolithium 
compound (e.g., ethyllithium) as an initiator to give a polymer or a hydrolyzate 
thereof. A solution of the polymer or the hydrolyzate is subjected to a 
combination of a process wherein > equimolar amount based on the 
organolithium compound of one or more reaction terminators (e.g., water or 
methanol) is added to the solution, a process wherein the solution is blended 
with a carbon dioxide gas in a gas state or in a solution state in a hydrocarbon 
solvent and the solution of the polymer or the hydrolyzate is adjusted to 
pH4W10, a process wherein a stabilizer is added to the solution and a process 
wherein the solvent is removed by steam stripping to collect the polymer or the 
hydrolyzate thereof. 
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